St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Chester, Vermont
Holy Eucharist
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
January 18, 2026

The organ prelude is selected and played by organist Karlaine
Livingston. Following the prelude, the bell summoning all who hear to
join us in celebrating a Epiphany Eucharist. The bell is followed by a
moment of silence and then the opening hymn.



Entrance Hymn 7 The Hymnal 1982
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Presider Blessed are you, holy and living One.

People  You come to your people and set them free.

Presider Let us pray.

Presider and people. Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through
Christ our Lord. Amen.



Song of Praise

S-280 The Hymnal 1982 Service Music
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Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev. Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing Inc.

Presider God be with you.
People  And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

CO”eCt fOF the Second Sundav after ED'DhanV (BookofCommon Prayer, p. 212)
Presider and people

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the
world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and
Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may
be known, worshiped, and to the ends of the earth; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7

Lector A Reading from Isaiah

iListen to me, O coastlands,

pay attention, you peoples from far away!

The LORD called me before I was born,

while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
He made my mouth like a sharp sword,

in the shadow of his hand he hid me;

he made me a polished arrow,

in his quiver he hid me away.

sAnd he said to me, “You are my servant,

Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

+But I said, “I have labored in vain,

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD,
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and my reward with my God.”

sAnd now the LORD says,

who formed me in the womb to be his servant,

to bring Jacob back to him,

and that Israel might be gathered to him,

for I am honored in the sight of the LorbD,

and my God has become my strength—

she says,

“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to restore the survivors of Israel;

I will give you as a light to the nations,

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

’Thus says the LORD,

the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,

“Kings shall see and stand up,

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LORD, who is faithful,

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

147

PSALM 40: 1-12

1 | waited patiently for you, O God; * you stooped to me and heard my
cry.

2 You lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; * you
set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure.

3 You put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; *
many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in you.

4 Happy are they who trust in you; * they do not resort to evil spirits or
turn to false gods.



5 Great things are they that you have done, O God; how great your
wonders and your plans for us; * there is none who can be compared
with you.

6 Oh, that | could make them known and tell them, * but they are more
than | can count.

7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure * (you have given me
ears to hear you);

8 Burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required, * and so |
said, “Behold, | come.

9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: * ‘I love to do your
will, O my God; your law is deep in my heart.””

10 | proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; * behold, |
did not restrain my lips, and that, O God, you know.

11 Your righteousness have | not hidden in my heart; | have spoken of
your faithfulness and your deliverance; * | have not concealed your
love and faithfulness from the great congregation.

12 You are the Holy One; do not withhold your compassion from me; *
let your love and your faithfulness keep me safe for ever.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Lector: A Reading from First Corinthians

iPaul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes,

’To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place
call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

sGrace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

«I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that
has been given you in Christ Jesus, sfor in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—s¢just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—so that you are not
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ. sHe will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be



blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ¢God is faithful; by him you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 109 The Heart Sings Out
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Words and Music: Richard Avery and Donald Marsh © 1972 Hope Publishing Co., 380 S. Main PI., Carol Stream, IL 60188
[www.hopepublishing.com]. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

The Holy Gospel John 1:29-42

Reader The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People Glory to you, Lord Christ



29[John] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!3This is he of whom
I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.” 311 myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John
testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. 331 myself did not know him, but the one who sent
me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.” 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son
of God.”

35The next day John again was standing with two of his
disciples, 3%and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look,
here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and
they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he
said to them, “"What are you looking for?” They said to him, “"Rabbi”
(which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 3°He said
to them, “"Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying,
and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the
afternoon. 4°0One of the two who heard John speak and followed him
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon
and said to him, "We have found the Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). 4?He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,
“You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is
translated Peter).

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, O Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Bruce L. MacDuffie

Nicene Creed Presider and people

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Brothers and sisters, grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I bid you to,
“Come and see the great things God has done. Behold, we come.”

We pray for your Church. Give us as a light to the nations. Sanctify us in Christ Jesus, call us to be saints
and strengthen us to follow Jesus to the end.

Silence

Come and see the great things God has done.
Behold, we come.

We pray for this nation and the world. May your salvation, O God, reach to the ends of the earth. May
all the peoples know of your faithfulness and your deliverance.

Silence

Come and see the great things God has done.
Behold, we come.

We pray for all of creation. Give us a sense of awe as we consider all of the works of your hands.
Invite the congregation to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence

Come and see the great things God has done.
Behold, we come.



We pray for our local community. Make our footing sure. May our future be secured by your love and
faithfulness.

Silence

Come and see the great things God has done.
Behold, we come.

We pray for all those in need of your healing and strength. Lift them out of the desolate pit. Put in their
mouths a new song, a song of praise. May they know just how great for them are your wonders and your
plans.

Invite the congregation to add their petitions, followed by silence

Come and see the great things God has done.
Behold, we come.

We pray for those who have died. In your great faithfulness, keep them blameless for the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Honor them in your sight forever.

Silence

Come and see the great things God has done.
Behold, we come.
From riteplanning.com.
Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved

Confession of Sin
Presider Let us confess our sins to God. Silence may be kept.

Minister and People God of all mercy, we confess that we have
sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied
your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have
created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and
serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.
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Offertory Sentence
“Great things are they that you have done, O Lord My God! how great

your wonders and your plans for us! there is none who can be
compared with you.” (Psalm 40)

Offertory Hymn # 632 Hymnal 1982
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Presentation of the Offering - Sung to the melody of Hymn 380
-the “Doxology”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Eucharistic Prayer The people remain standing.

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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Presider  All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places,
our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,

the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.

You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst
out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth

and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,
all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; through Jesus Christ our
Lord; Because you gave Jesus Christ your only Son, to be born for us;
who by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect man of the
flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we night be delivered from
the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. And so
as the stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings and all
creation as we shout with joy:

The Sanctus S-125 The Hymnal 1982
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The people stand or kneel.

Presider Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has
never been silent; you called a people to yourself, as a light to the
nations, you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of
promise.

Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to
proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a
fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,

you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life,

reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his
friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to
his friends and said:

“Drink this, all of you:

this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood,

poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us:

the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
longing for Christ’s coming in glory,

and presenting to you these gifts

your earth has formed and human hands have made,
we acclaim you, O Christ:

Presider and people

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Presider Send your Holy Spirit upon usand upon these gifts of bread
and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.
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Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power,

may be a people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the
fullness of time gather us with blessed Luke, the patron of this
congregation, and all your people into the joy of our true eternal
home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

we worship you our God and Creator

in voices of unending praise.

Presider and people
Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

Presider And now, As our Savior Christ Christ has taught us, we are
bold to say,

Presider and people

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Fraction Anthem S-164
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Presider The Holy Gifts of God for the Holy People of God.

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for those who
love God and who want to love God more. So come, you who have much faith and you
who have little, you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time
or ever before, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. It is Christ who
invites you to be known and fed here. All are welcome to receive communion. (Special
COVID precautions may be voiced here.)

Communion Hymn # 80 My Heart Sings Out
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Words and Music: Donald Fishel (b. 1950} © 1974 Word of God Music {(admin. T.C.C. - The Copyright Company, 1026 16th Ave.
South, Nashville, TN 37212 [www.thecopyrightco.com].) All rights reserved. International copyright secured. Used by permission.

Post-communion Prayer

Presider  Let us pray.
Presider and People
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Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us

with spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us

forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the

world and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Closing Hymn 550 The Hymnal 1982
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Epiphany Season Blessing

May Almighty God, who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star to find the Christ,
the Light from Light, lead you also, in your pilgrimage, to find the Lord. Amen.

May God, who sent the Holy Spirit to rest upon the Only- begotten at his baptism in
the Jordan River, pour out that Spirit on you who have come to the waters of new
birth. Amen.

May God, by the power that turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana,
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Announcements

Dismissal
Presider  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PLEASE!! Take this service leaflet with you. Read the scriptures again.
Learn a hymn or two. Use the prayers of the people all this coming week.
Blessings!
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
January 21 - Midweek Eucharist 5:30-6:00 PM
Commemorating Agnes and Cecilia of Rome

January 25 - Sunday, The Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist 10-11:15

January 28 - Wednesday Holy Eucharist 5:30-6:00 PM

Other Events

ary 15 Thursday Annual Meeting Reports due in Editor’s Hands
Ruth Walker
January 21 Wednesday  Vestry Meeting 6:30 - 8 PM

January 25 Sunday after Eucharist - Adjourned Annual Meeting
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