A letter from Presiding Bishop Sean Rowe on the 25th
anniversary of 9/11

Dear People of God in The Episcopal Church:

Twenty-five years on, we live in a world shaped by 9/11. Our
lament will never end for those who died in the attacks, those who
gave of their lives in the days and weeks following, and those who
still suffer. Our grief is particularly sharp on this historic
anniversary.

We also mourn that, since that day in 2001, our common life has
been deformed by division and fear of one another. Sometimes it
seems that the chasm has become unbridgeable.

As Episcopalians, however, we know there is a better way. We
saw it then in the extraordinary witness of first responders, and
especially in the heroic relief ministry at our own St. Paul’s Chapel
in lower Manhattan. We see it now across our church in countless
ministries of reconciliation, peacemaking, and in our commitment
to interfaith cooperation with our Muslim siblings in faith.

Even in the face of unimaginable evil and suffering, God calls us
to be repairers of the breach and restorers of paths to dwell in. |

pray that this commemoration of 9/11 renews our commitment to
answer that call in our own lives and communities, and together

as the body of Christ in the world.

The Most. Rev. Sean Rowe
Presiding Bishop
The Episcopal Church



