St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Chester, Vermont
The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
October 25, 2026
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Prelude Selected and played by Karlaine Livingston

After the prelude, the bell is rung ten times to summon the people of Chester to join us for the Eucharist
on this Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Then we observe a moment of silence before the opening
hymn.

Entrance Hymn 375
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To God be praise and glo - ry.
To God be praise and glo - ry.
To God be praise and glo - ry.
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Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
People Glory to God for ever and ever.
Presider Let us pray.

Presider and people

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise S-280 The Hymnal 1982 Service Music
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Presider God be with you.
People  And also with you.

Presider Let us pray.
Collect for the Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost
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Presider and people

Almighty God, your Son has shown us how to love one another. May our
love for you overflow into generous service and be a healing witness to our
neighbors, through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Revised Common Lectionary Prayers.)

The First Reading — Deutreronomy 34:1-12
Reader A reading from Deuteronomy.
1Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of
Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land:
Gilead as far as Dan, 2all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all
the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, 3the Negeb, and the Plain—
that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. 4The
Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see
it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 5Then Moses, the
servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command.
6He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no
one knows his burial place to this day. "7Moses was one hundred twenty
years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not
abated. 8The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days;
then the period of mourning for Moses was ended.

9Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had
laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had
commanded Moses.

10Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the
Lord knew face to face. 11He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders
that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and
all his servants and his entire land, 12and for all the mighty deeds and all

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1. O God, you have been our refuge * from one generation to another.

2. Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born, *

from age to age you are God.

3. You turn us back to the dust and say, *
“Go back, O child of earth.”
4. For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past *



and like a watch in the night.
5. You sweep us away like a dream; * we fade away suddenly like the grass.

6. In the morning it is green and flourishes; * in the evening it is dried up and
withered.

13. Return, O God; how long will you tarry? * Be gracious to your servants.

14. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; * so shall we rejoice and be
glad all the days of our life.

15.Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * and the years in
which we suffered adversity.

16.Show your servants your works * and your splendor to their children.

17.May the graciousness of our God be upon us; * prosper the work of our hands;
prosper our handiwork.

Second Reading 1 Thesasalonians 2:1-8
Reader A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not
in vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to
you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our appeal does not
spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just as we have been
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so
we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts.
5As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with words of
flattery or with a pretext for greed; ¢énor did we seek praise from mortals,
whether from you or from others, 7though we might have made demands as
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly
caring for her own children. 850 deeply do we care for you that we are
determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own
selves, because you have become very dear to us.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
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Sequence Hymn 538 The Hymnal 1982
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The Holy Gospel Matthew 22:24-46
Reader The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People Glory to you, O Christ.

34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test
him. 36" Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to
him, ™ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.” 38This is the greatest and first commandment.
39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 400n these
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this
question: 42"What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to
him, “"The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David by the
Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

44'The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand,

until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to
give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more
questions.

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Bruce MacDuffie

Nicene Creed Presider and people
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of



the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Deacon or presider

O Lord, who is our refuge from age to age, hear our prayers.
Intercessor

For those preparing for Holy Baptism; for N. our Presiding Bishop, for N. our
bishop, for our parish clergy; for this holy gathering and for the people of
God in every place.

O God, hear us.

For N. our President, N. our Governor, and N. our Mayor; for our courts and
legislatures; for mercy, justice, and peace among all peoples.

O God, hear us.
For good weather, abundant fruits of the earth, and peaceful times.
O God, hear us.

For our communities and our neighbors near and far; for our families,
companions, and all those we love.

O God, hear us.

For orphans and widows, the sick and the suffering, for travelers, strangers,
and all with heavy burdens.

O God, hear us.

For our deliverance from all affliction, strife, and need.

O God, hear us.

For those who rest in Christ and for all the dead, we pray.

O God, hear us.

Let us pray for our own needs and for those of others, silently or aloud.

Silence
9



Presider

Almighty God, whose gifts of blessing and grace have no end, write in our
hearts your joy and zeal to tell the story of our faith by our words, by our
deeds, and by offering all that you have given us: our lives, our gifts, our
resources. Grant us also a portion of your never-ending generosity, that we
may proclaim your love and mercy to the world around us through our
parish community; through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. Amen.

Presider Let us confess our sins to God. Silence may be kept.

Minister and People God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned
against you, opposing your will in our lives. We have denied your goodness
in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. We repent of
the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our
behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.

Absolution

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace Presider The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Offertory Sentence

“May the graciousness of our God be upon us; * prosper the work of our hands;
prosper our handiwork.” psaim 90.

Offertory Hymn 372 The Hymnal 1982
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Offertory Presentation Hymn 380 Verse 3 “"Doxology”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise God all creatures here below

Praise God above ye heavenly host

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Eucharistic Prayer The- people remain standing.

Presider The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider  All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places,
our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,

the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things.

You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out
from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave
breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,

all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; through Jesus Christ our
Lord; for you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image,
and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. And so as the stars sing
your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with

joy:

Presider and people S125 The Hymnal 1982
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The people stand, sit, or kneel as is comfortable.

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent;
you called a people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them
from bondage and led them to a land of promise.

Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim
the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer,

you have freed us from sin,

brought us into your life,

reconciled us to you,

and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread,

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and
said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his
friends and said:

“Drink this, all of you:

this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood,

poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.”

And so, remembering all that was done for us:
13



the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension,
longing for Christ’s coming in glory,

and presenting to you these gifts

your earth has formed and human hands have made,
we acclaim you, O Christ:

Presider and people

Dying, you destroyed our death.
Rising, you restored our life.
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your Christ.

Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power,

may be a people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of
time gather us with blessed Luke, the patron of this congregation, and all
your people into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ,
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

we worship you our God and Creator

in voices of unending praise.

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, As our Savior Christ Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Presider and people

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
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Presider The Holy Gifts of God for the Holy People of God.

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ. It is made ready for those who love God and who want to love God
more. So come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who have not
15



been for a long time or ever before, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. It is Christ who invites you to
be known and fed here. All are welcome to receive communion.

Communion Hymn

602 The Hymnal 1982
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2 Neigh-bors are rich___ and poor, neigh-bors are black and
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4 Lov - ing puts us on our knees, serv - ing as though we were
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feet, Mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
white, neigh-bors are near - by and far a - way.
love. All are neigh-bors to us and you.
slaves; this is the way we should live with  you.

Post Communion Prayer Presider and people
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with

spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people,
forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in
the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Closing Hymn 680 The Hymnal 1982
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6 O God, our help in ages past, be

our hope for years to come,

Closing Blessing

thou our guide while life shall last,
and our eternal home.

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ

born of our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as

a mother over her children, be upon you and remain with you always.

Amen.

Postlude  Selected and played by Karlaine Livingston
Announcements

Dismissal

Presider  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia.
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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PLEASE!! Take this service leaflet with you. Read the scriptures again. Learn a
hymn or two. Use the prayers of the people all this coming week. Blessings!

To prepare for the next Sunday, the All Saints’ Day, slowly read next Sunday’s
scriptures. Jot down questions and thoughts you may have. Revelation 7:9-17;
Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Wednesday October 28 Midweek Eucharist 5:30-6:00 PM
Commemorating St. Simon and St. Jude, Apostles
Sunday, November 1 All Saints Day 10-11:15 Holy Eucharist and
Remembering all the Saints of St. Luke’s and our congregation
Wednesday, November 4 Midweek Eucharist 5:30-6:00 P.M. Commemorating
Adeline Blanchard Taylor and her companions
Sunday, November 8 Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost Holy Eucharist
10-11:15AM
Wednesday, November 11 5:30-6:00 P.M. Midweek Eucharist
Commemorating Martin of Tours
Sunday, November 15 Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 10-11:15
Wednesday, November 18 Midweek Eucharist 5:30-6:00 P.M.
Commemorating Hilda of Whitby

OTHER EVENTS

Memory Café Thursday Novermber 5 11:00 AM — 1:00 P.M.

Sunday November 8, 3-5 PM, Willard Hall. Board Games - Try a variety

Wednesday, November 18 6:15-7:45 P.M. Vestry Meeting

Thursday November 19-Saturday November 21, Holiday Wreath Workshops,
advance registration needed
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