
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 
Chester, Vermont 

Wednesday , August 5,  2026    
Liturgy of the Word for the Eve of Transfiguration 

Presider     Blessed be the one, holy, and living God! 
People	   Glory to God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
Presider	  Let us pray. 
Presider and people 
               Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Presider	 God be with you. 
People 	 And also with you. 
Presider 	 Let us pray. 

The Collect for the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ 
O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen witnesses your well-
beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: 
Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, 
may by faith behold the King in his beauty; who with you, O Father, and 
you, O Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading Exodus 24:29-35 
Reader    A reading from Exodus 
29Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain 
with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that 
the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30When 
Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and 
they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; and Aaron 
and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke 
with them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in 
commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount 
Sinai. 33When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his 
face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he 
would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told 
the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35the Israelites would see the 
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face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put 
the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People	 Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 99 
1. God reigns; let the people tremble; * God is enthroned upon the 
cherubim; let the earth shake. 
2. God is great in Zion * and is high above all peoples. 
3. Let them confess God’s Name, which is great and awesome; * 
God is the Holy One. 
4. “O mighty Ruler, lover of justice, you have established equity; * 
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.” 
5. We proclaim your greatness, O God, and fall down before your 
footstool; * you are the Holy One. 
6. Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those 
who call upon your Name, * 
they called upon you, and you answered them. 

You spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * they kept your 
testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 

7. “O Holy God, you answered them indeed; * you were a God who 
forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.” 
8. Proclaim the greatness of our God, and worship on God’s holy hill, 
* 
for our God is the Holy One. 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:13-21 
Reader    A reading from the Second Letter pf Peter. 
13I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to refresh your 
memory, 14since I know that my death will come soon, as indeed our Lord 
Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15And I will make every effort so that 
after my departure you may be able at any time to recall these things. 

 2



  16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been 
eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For he received honor and glory from God 
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, 
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 18We 
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on 
the holy mountain. 
  19So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well 
to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20First of all you must 
understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 
interpretation, 21because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men 
and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 

Reader    Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People     Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel   Luke 9:28-36 
Reader    The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
28Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the 
mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they saw two 
men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were 
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at 
Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; 
but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who 
stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for 
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34While 
he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were 
terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that 
said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had 
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told 
no one any of the things they had seen. 

Reader     The Gospel of the Lord.     
People     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
Essay on the Transfiguration from Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2024 
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The Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual experience of 
Jesus while at prayer, which three chosen disciples, Peter, James, and John, 
were permitted to witness. It is one of a series of spiritual manifestations 
by which God authenticated Jesus as his Son. It is at one with the 
appearance of the angels at the birth and at his resurrection, and with the 
descent of the Spirit at Jesus’ baptism.  
Matthew records the voice from heaven saying, “This is my Son, the  
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5).  
Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a chosen few are permitted to see  
Jesus, not only as the human son of Mary, but also as the eternal Son of 
God. Moses and Elijah witness to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the 
Prophets. In Luke’s account of the event, they speak of the “exodus” which 
Jesus is to accomplish at Jerusalem. A cloud, a sign of divine presence, 
envelops the disciples, and a heavenly voice proclaims Jesus to be the Son 
of God. 
Immediately thereafter, Jesus announces to Peter, James, and John the 
imminence of his death. As Paul was later to say of Jesus, “Though he was 
in the form of God, he did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, and was born in 
human likeness. And, being found in human form, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6-8). 
The Feast of the Transfiguration is held in the highest esteem by the 
Eastern Churches. The figure of the transfigured Christ is regarded as a 
foreshadowing of the Risen and Ascended Lord. The festival, however, was 
only accepted into the Roman calendar on the eve of the Reformation, and 
for that reason was not originally included in the reformed calendar of the 
Church of England. Since its inclusion in the American liturgical revision of 
1892, it has been taken into most modern Anglican calendars. 

Reflections from all of us. 

Prayers of the People 
Prayers of the People 
Friends, God our Savior is our refuge! So let us pray to God, saying, “Incline 
your ear to us; hear our words.” 

God our Savior, show us your face. Satisfy your Church in your presence. 
Reveal to us your ways so that we might walk in the light of your truth. 
Silence 
Incline your ear to us; 
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Hear our words. 
O God, your eyes are fixed on justice. We pray for all victims of war and 
violence and famine. Give heed to the cries of those in need throughout the 
world. 
Silence 
Incline your ear to us; 
Hear our words. 
God of abundance, you have blessed the earth to bring forth plenty. May we 
recognize the abundance in our own lives, so that those with little may also 
have their fill. 
Silence 
Incline your ear to us; 
Hear our words. 
O God, have compassion on the people of our region. Show us your 
marvelous loving-kindness so that trust in your goodness might replace our 
fears. 
Silence 
Incline your ear to us; 
Hear our words. 
God of blessing, we call upon you, for you answer us in our need. We pray 
this day for all those desperate for your blessing. Moved by compassion, 
heal the sick and suffering ones we hold in our hearts this day. 
Invite the congregation to add their petitions and thanksgivings, followed by 
silence 
Incline your ear to us; 
Hear our words. 
God our vindicator, justify the dead through the mercy of your Messiah. We 
pray that in the fullness of time, they may awake, beholding your likeness. 
Silence 
Incline your ear to us; 
Hear our words. 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2026 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
From riteplanning.com. 
Copyright © 2026 church publishing inc. All rights reserved. 

The Peace Presider   The peace of Christ be always with you.  
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                 People      And also with you. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
  B 
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, We entreat you, O 
Lord. 
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned 
before the great judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 
That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of 
blessed Luke all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to 
Christ, We entreat you, O Lord. 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come 
come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

A Song of the Wilderness   (Read in unison or responsively) 
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Isaiah 35:1-7,10 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, * the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; 
It shall blossom abundantly, * and rejoice with joy and singing. 
They shall see the glory of the Lord, * the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weary hands, * and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * 
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.” 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, * and the ears of the deaf be 
unstopped. 
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, * and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness * and streams in the desert; 
The burning sand shall become a pool * and the thirsty ground, springs of 
water. 
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, * with everlasting joy upon 
their heads. 
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, * and sorrow and sighing shall flee away’ 
A Collect for Peace 
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all 
just works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot 
give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, 
being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and 
quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
A Collect for Aid against Perils 
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
A Collect for Protection 
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those 
who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of 
the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming 
night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and 
rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord 
Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the 
afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you 
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all 
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and all 
the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your 
mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not 
only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 
honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through 
your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his 
Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 
petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
Then may be said 
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

A hymn may be placed here if desdired,   
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Presider       May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to proclaim the wonderful works of  
God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

Leader     Go in peace to love and serve our God.  
People	 Thanks be to God.  
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